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DELAWARE CHIEF JUSTICES—LEADERS OF THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

 

CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE MODERN SUPREME COURT 
 

 As a separate and co-equal branch of government, the Judicial Branch is led by 
the Chief Justice, who, pursuant to Article IV, Section 13 of the Delaware Constitu-
tion, serves as the administrative head of all of the State courts.  Since the founding 
of the modern Delaware Supreme Court in 1951, there have been seven chief justices, 
all of whom have served with distinction.  In appreciation of their outstanding service 
and the important role they have played in leading the Judicial Branch, the Judicial 
Branch recognizes these distinguished leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chief Justice Clarence A. Southerland (1951-1963) 
 

 Chief Justice Southerland was born in Balti-
more and raised in Wilmington.  After receiving a law 
degree from Georgetown University, he served in World 
War I and practiced law.  At the time of his appoint-
ment as chief justice, he was known as one of the lead-
ers of the corporate bar and during his tenure as chief 
justice, the Supreme Court issued a number of seminal 
corporate opinions. 

Chief Justice Charles L. Terry, Jr. (1963-1964) 
 

 A native of Kent County, Chief Justice Terry 
attended Washington and Lee Law School and was 
admitted to the Delaware bar in 1924.  In 1938, after 
having served as secretary of state, he was appointed 
resident judge of the Superior Court in Kent County, 
becoming president judge in 1957.  He joined the Su-
preme Court in 1962 and, in 1963, was elevated to 
chief justice.   However, he served only one year as 
chief justice, choosing to resign his position and run 
for governor.  Although he had a short tenure as chief 
justice, Chief Justice Terry was instrumental 
throughout his career on the bench in improving the 
judicial system and is also known as the only person 
in the history of Delaware to have served both as 
chief justice and as governor. 
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Chief Justice Daniel F. Wolcott (1964-1973) 
 

 A Delaware native, Chief Justice Wolcott 
was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School.  He was appointed to the Superior 
Court in 1949 and in 1950, was appointed chan-
cellor, a position previously held by his father and 
grandfather.  Upon the creation of the separate 
Supreme Court in 1951, he was appointed a jus-
tice of the Supreme Court and served in that posi-
tion for fourteen years, until he was named chief 
justice in 1964.  His years on the court marked a 
period of high growth in the court’s caseload and 
numerous significant opinions. 

Chief Justice Daniel L. Herrmann (1973-
1985) 

 
 Chief Justice Herrmann had been a 
member of the Supreme Court since 1965 
when he was named chief justice in 1973.  
As chief justice, he took a strong interest in 
the administration of the court system.  
Through his efforts, the Supreme Court was 
enlarged from three members to its current 
size of five justices.   He was also responsible 
for instituting the state of the judiciary ad-
dress, initiating computerized case process-
ing systems, establishing priorities in the dis-
position of criminal cases, and improving 
court facilities. 

Chief Justice Andrew D. Christie (1985-1992) 
 

 A graduate of the University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School, Chief Justice Christie became 
a member of the Delaware Bar in 1947.  He was 
appointed resident judge of the Superior Court 
for New Castle County in 1957 and served in 
that position until appointed to the Supreme 
Court in 1983.  In 1985, he was named chief jus-
tice.  He was the first chief justice to present a 
unified budget for the judiciary.  His time as 
chief justice was also a period of intense activity 
in the corporate law with the Supreme Court 
handling numerous shareholder derivative suits. 
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Chief Justice E. Norman Veasey (1992-2004) 
 

 Chief Justice Veasey, like Chief Justice 
Southerland, was a leading member of the cor-
porate bar when he was appointed chief justice 
in 1992.  After receiving a law degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania, he began a lengthy 
career at the law firm of Richards, Layton & 
Finger, where he eventually served as manag-
ing partner and as president of the firm.  
Throughout his career as an attorney, he 
served the judicial branch by chairing numer-
ous Supreme Court committees.   As chief jus-
tice, he has been credited with leading nation-
wide programs to ensure professionalism in the 
practice of law and adopting best practices in 
the running of the courts during his tenure 
and served as president of the Conference of 
Chief Justices. 

Chief Justice Myron T. Steele (2004-     ) 
 

 Chief Justice Steele had a long career on 
the bench prior to being named chief justice, 
having served on the Superior Court and the 
Court of Chancery, and as a justice on the Su-
preme Court.  In 1990, while a partner with 
Prickett, Jones & Elliott, he was named resident 
judge of the Superior Court in Kent County.  He 
was appointed to the Court of Chancery in 1994 
and to the Supreme Court in 2000.  He was 
named chief justice in 2004.  He currently 
serves on the Judicial Conference Committee on 
Federal-State Jurisdiction and is a member of 
the American Board of Trial Attorneys, having 
been the first member of the Delaware Judiciary 
selected to serve in this capacity.  As the head 
of the court system, he has focused, among 
other administrative efforts, on the development 
of a unified budget priority system for all of the 
courts.  Chief Justice Steele holds B.A., J.D. 
and LL.M. degrees from the University of       
Virginia. 
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DELAWARE CHIEF JUSTICES FROM 1777  

TO THE CREATION OF THE MODERN SUPREME COURT 
 

William Killen (1777-1793) 
Richard Bassett (1793-1793) 

George Read (1793-1799) 
Kensey Johns, Sr. (1799-1799) 
James Booth, Sr. (1799-1828) 
Thomas Clayton (1828-1830) 

Samuel M. Harrington (1830-1837) 
John M. Clayton (1837-1839) 

Richard H. Bayard (1839-1841) 
James Booth, Jr. (1841-1855) 

Samuel M. Harrington (1855-1857) 
Edward W. Gilpin (1857-1876) 

Joseph P. Comegys (1876-1893) 
Alfred P. Robinson (1893-1893) 

Charles B. Lore (1893-1909) 
James Pennewell (1909-1933) 
Daniel J. Layton (1933-1945) 

Charles S. Richards (1945-1951) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hon. Richard Bassett 

Hon. Joseph P. Comegys 




